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Welcome, Friend!
You Have Come to the Right Place!
Jesus Loves YOU!

WELCOME
Guests and visitors, we invite you to worship with us again in the
future. For more information, please contact
Pastor Kimbrough at 414-263-1373 or 414-254-6093.

IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF THE JUDGE

EXPLANATION OF THE THEME OF THE DAY

The judge is an important person. You stand when he enters the
courtroom. What he says must be obeyed. If you are the one on trial,
his determinations make a big difference in how your life will
continue.

You might be quite nervous if the judge is about to arrive. John
invited people to turn their nervousness to repentance. He says that
the arrival of the Judge is imminent, and the kingdom of heaven is
near! You are invited to hear John, repent, and believe the good news
of the coming Savior.



http://www.stphilipsmilwaukee.com/

ADVENT WREATH

The Advent wreath that has been placed in front of the church has some special
significance. The candles on the wreath remind us that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is
the Light of the world, and they each have a special emphasis.

The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The
prophets of the Old Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the
Messiah’s arrival. The blue color symbolizes royalty, repentance, and fasting.

The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah
had foretold that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is also the
birthplace of King David. The second candle is also blue to symbolize preparation
for the coming king.

The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle.”" To the
shepherd’s great joy, the angels announced that Jesus came for humble,
unimportant people like them, too. In liturgy, the color rose signifies joy. This
candle is colored pink to represent joyfulness and rejoicing.

The fourth candle represents peace and is called the "Angel’s Candle." The angels
announced that Jesus came to bring peace-He came to bring people close to
God and to each other again. This color is also blue to represent the culmination
of love through the Messiah.

The fifth candle represents light and purity and is called "Christ’s candle."” It is
placed in the middle and is lit on Christmas Day. This candle is white to represent
pure light and victory.

The Altar Cloths are blue during Advent. Blue is the color of hope and
anticipation, as we look forward to Jesus’ coming.



As | Prepare for Worship

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Give me joy, dear Jesus, as [ prepare to worship you today. Make me
understand what my life would be like without you so that I long to hear about
your grace and compassion. Help me participate in a way that honors you and
builds up all who worship with me, and let their worship strengthen and
encourage my faith.

After Worship

How can I thank you, Father, for allowing me to worship in your house today! [
have heard the promises of your love in the gospel. I have praised you,
confessed you, and prayed for your blessings. I have been strengthened by the
witness and worship of others. Keep my faith strong as I live out the tasks of
my life, take away my doubts and fears, and give me courage to share the good
news of your Son wherever I go and however I can.

Cod
P rayers

Please notify Pastor Kimbrough of any additional prayer
requests you may have.
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751, abr., alt.
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.




Confession of Sins

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord.
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Text: nfa

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer, b. 1949

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 2006 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 741883

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By
his coming, give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our
path through the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah gives the credentials of the one who would come to judge.

'A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;

from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

the Spirit of counsel and of might,

the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,

or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy,

with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;

with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5Righteousness will be his belt

and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

6The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them.
7The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
9They will neither harm nor destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.



1°In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the
nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day - Psalm 130 (read responsively)

Reader: Out of the depths

Congregation: I cry to you, O LORD;

Reader: Lord, hear my voice.

Congregation: Listen closely as I call on you for help.
Reader: LORD, if you kept track of sins,

Congregation: O Lord, then who could stand?

Reader: But with you there is forgiveness,

Congregation: in order that you may be feared.

Reader: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,

Congregation: and in his word I put my hope.

Reader: More than watchers wait for morning

Congregation: my soul waits for the Lord.

Reader: Israel, put your hope in the LORD,

Congregation: for with the LORD is faithful love;

Reader: with him is complete redemption.

Congregation: He will redeem Israel from the guilt of all their sins.
Reader & Congregation:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Second Reading Romans 15:4—13

God’s people face the coming judgment with hope, not fear.

4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that
through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they
provide we might have hope.

5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same
attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, °so that with one
mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring
praise to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on
behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be
confirmed %and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.
As it is written:

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
[ will sing the praises of your name.”

°Again, it says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
"And again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
let all the peoples extol him.”

2And again, Isaiah says,

“The Root of Jesse will spring up,
one who will arise to rule over the nations;
in him the Gentiles will hope.”

BMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4,6

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.
And all people will see God’s salvation.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

John prepared people for the arrival of the Judge by emphasizing the
nearness of the kingdom of God.

'In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea
2and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he
who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

»»

make straight paths for him.

4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around
his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. *Confessing their
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he
was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. °And do
not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you
that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. °The ax is
already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

1“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. *His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he
will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up
the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Text - Isaiah 11:1-10

Sermon Theme - “Our Advent King Is the Long-Awaited Messiah”

A. The Messiah will come from David’s family. (11:1)

B. The Messiah will possess God’s Holy Spirit. (11:2)

C. The Messiah’s reign will be just and righteous. (11:3-5)
D. The Messiah will usher in peace. (11:6-9)

E. The Messiah will rally all nations to him (11:10)




Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Offering

Please place your offerings in the box at the back of church.

Online giving is also available from our
website or click this link:
https://members.myeoffering.com/#/landing.



https://members.myeoffering.com/#/landing

Prayer of the Church

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the
globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at
your right hand in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our
confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our
confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from
scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world
from all forms of hate and persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for
future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is
eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people
to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain
and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. Especially bless Belinda,
Joyce, Judi, Johnnie, Kitty, Natasha, and Twynette. Pour out your compassion
on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved.
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer



Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us.
Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In
your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with
you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -} give you peace.
Amen.
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Our Mission Statement
(Our Purpose as a Church)

Our mission here at St. Philip’s Lutheran is outlined for us in
Matthew 28:19: 'Go and make disciples of all nations, teaching them
and baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.' Making disciples includes proclaiming God's Word in its truth

and purity, strengthening the faith of those under our care, and
reaching out to the people of our community, (including our
unchurched friends and relatives). Let us pray for and work together
toward this goal.

St. Philip’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
www.stphilipsmilwaukee.com
3012 N. Holton St.
Milwaukee, WI 53212
414 263-7614
splsoffice@stphilipsmilwaukee.com
Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
www.wels.net

Serving at Worship

Presiding Minister Pastor Raymond Kimbrough
Lay Reader Thomas McNeal
Piano Naomi Porth

In Our Prayers
Judi Tevich Kitty Henderson Belinda Whitley

Natasha McCants Joyce Vernon Johnnie Patterson
Twynette Brazzelle



http://www.wels.net/

Next Week: December 14, 2025
Organ: Nicole Cottman
Lay Reader: Thomas McNeal

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK AT ST. PHILIP’S

Wednesday, December 10  Prayer & Bible Study — ONLINE 6:30PM

Sunday, December 14

Bible Class 9:30AM

Worship with communion 10:30AM

December Calendar and Text Sheet are included with today’s bulletin.

CHURCH OFFERINGS UPDATE

Week

11/10 — 11/16
Budget $ 3,584.91
Actual $ 4,177.70

Over (Under) $ 592.79

Week

1/17 - 11/2
Budget $ 3,584.91
Actual $ 1,697.00

Over (Under) ($ 1,887.91)

Month
November
$10,754.72
$ 7,830.40
($ 2,924.32)

Month

November
$14,339.62
$ 9,527.40
(% 4,812.22)

July to Date
2025-2026
$71,698.11

$ 54,043.13
($17,654.98)

July to Date
2025-2026
$75,283.02
$55,740.13
(%19,542.89)

Please place your offerings in the box at the back of church.
Online giving is also available from our website or click this link:

https://members.myeoffering.com/#/landing.
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In December, Wisconsin Lutheran High School offers three concerts as a
way to prepare for and celebrate the Christmas season. Everyone is invited
to these free upcoming concerts:

Sunday, December 7, at 3:00 p.m. - WLHS Winter Band & Orchestra Concert

Sunday, December 14, at 7:00 p.m. — Sacred Choral Christmas Concert

Christmas at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary

Sunday, December 14 — The Seminary Chorus, a 70-voice choir of
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary students, will present its annual Festival
of Lessons and Carols at 3:00 & 7:00 p.m. in the campus auditorium.
The concert will feature traditional and contemporary anthems for
choir along with congregational hymns and carols. The concert will also
be livestreamed through the WLS website at www.wisluthsem.org



http://www.wisluthsem.org/

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
Pastor Raymond Kimbrough
3012 N Holton Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212

Church: 414-263-1373 Cell Phone: 414-254-6093

TO FRIENDS AND VISITORS
This is the house of God. In His Name we welcome each and every person. May

His Word bring you closer to your Savior, assuring you of the forgiveness of all
your sins through Jesus’ death and resurrection.

If you are without a church home or have recently moved to the area, our
pastor will be happy to call on you or answer your questions about church
membership. If you are burdened with sorrow or trouble, we invite you to call
on the pastor at any time.

School Office Phone: 414-263-7614
Church Office Phone: 414-263-1373

Bible Class 9:30AM
Worship Service — 10:30AM



